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It's a record - highest annual CV registrations
· 2004 breaks all records at 389, 923 units, up 9.5 per cent

· Highest ever December CV registrations at 28,470
· Growth remains concentrated in LCVs, particularly medium vans
	New commercial vehicle registrations in the United Kingdom – 2004

	
	December
	% change
	Year to date 
	% change

	Total
	28,470
	9.5%
	389,923
	7.2%

	Light CVs
	24,021
	11.3%
	329,599
	8.5%

	Trucks
	4,107
	1.2%
	56,312
	1.3%

	Buses and coaches
	342
	-7.1%
	4,012
	-7.6%


'These figures show 2004 commercial vehicle registrations breaking all UK records,' said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive.   '2004 has been a terrific year for vans and trucks in the UK, with registrations breaking record after record.   Importantly, a wide range of factors drive demand, meaning it is reassuringly durable.   And encouragingly, order books are strong too, so 2005 will be another very good year.'
December figures break records
December CV registrations were up 9.5 per cent to a record 28,470 units.   This is 9.5 per cent above the previous December record of 26,010, set 2003.   These figures pushed the annual and rolling year total to 389,923, another record.   The previous annual record of 371,104 dates back to 1989.   Figures for three and six months to December were up 9.8 and 6.7 per cent respectively.
Overall, medium and heavy vans drive CV growth 
Heavy van registrations, from 2.6 to 3.5 tonnes gross vehicle weight, were up 24.4 per cent for December and 16.1 per cent for the year.   Medium van registrations, 1.8 to 2.6t gvw, showed the biggest hike, up 34.6 per cent in December and 8.1 per cent for the year.   December figures show modest falls for buses and coaches, four axle heavy trucks and medium weight two axle rigids, 7.5 to 15t gvw.
Light vans fall further
Registrations of light vans, up to 1.8t gvw, fell 17.3 per cent in December, down 1,068 on the same month last year and down 3.3 per cent for the rolling year.   Despite modest growth in micro vans, light van registrations have gradually slowed.
Pick-ups and 4x4s show mixed fortunes
Rolling year 4x4 utility registrations stayed relatively steady at 7,333, down three per cent, but dropped 33.3 per cent in December.   Rolling year figures for pick-up registrations have remained relatively stable at 13,000 units since October 2003, though they increased 12.2 per cent for the month and dropped 3.8 per cent for the year.
Truck registrations stable at 56,312
Truck registrations were 1.3 per cent up at 56,312 for the rolling despite 1.3 per cent drop in December.   Over the three and six months to December 2004, the figures were up 3.9 and 0.9 per cent respectively.
For the rolling year, heavy trucks were down 0.9 per cent while light and medium trucks up to 15t gvw increased 4.8 per cent.   Heavy trucks, over 15t gvw were down 7.3 per cent in December and light and medium trucks increased 14.7 per cent.
For the three months to December, truck registrations over 15t gvw increased 1.2 per cent while those for trucks up to 15t gvw grew 8.7 per cent.   For the six months to December, the respective changes were a fall of 1.6 per cent and for trucks up to 15t gvw an increase of 5.1 per cent.
Buses down, coaches up
Bus registrations were down 11.8 per cent to 2,917, whilst coach registrations were up 6 per cent to 1,095 for the rolling year.   December 2004 bus and coach registrations were 7.1 per cent down, with buses down 5.2 per cent and coaches falling 12.4 per cent.
Bus and coach registrations for the three and six months to December are shown below.
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2004

	December 2004
	 3 Months to date
	% change
	6 months to date
	% change

	Total
	943
	- 11.7%
	1,870
	- 6.8%

	Buses
	755
	- 12.4%
	1,470
	- 9%

	Coaches
	188
	- 9.1%
	400
	2.25%


SMMT bus and coach data covers all vehicles over 3.5 tonnes gvw - the analysis is based on buses as ‘fare stage PSVs’.   Some buses are also in with vans and truck registration figures.  Over the years to December 2004 and 2003 the cumulative totals were 2302 and 2419 respectively.  Please see to the footnote to the main schedule analysis by maker.
If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on + 44 (0)2 073 449 226 
Mobile +44 07 974 436 641    e-mail rdickeson@smmt.co.uk
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The charts above show the rolling year statistics – cumulative 12 monthly totals to each month.
UK new commercial vehicle registrations 1989 and 1995 to 2004

A decade of significant changes and recent very rapid growth

Number of CVs registered
	Year
	All CVs
	LCVs to 3.5t
	Trucks
	Buses and coaches

	1989
	371,104
	298,836
	69,234
	3,034

	1995
	249,928
	194,167
	52,261
	3,500

	1997
	274,241
	224,729
	45,617
	3,895

	1999
	288,100
	231,761
	51,791
	4,548

	2001
	313,411
	254,075
	55,573
	3,763

	2003
	363,687
	303,755
	55,590
	4,342

	2004
	389,923
	329,599
	56,312
	4,012


· A record for UK CV registrations in 2004 at 389,923.

· 2004 was five per cent above previous record of 371,104 set in 1989.

· Since 1999 average growth rate of 6.2 per cent per year for all CVs and 7.3 per cent for LCVs to 3.5t.
· LCVs to 3.5t now account for 84.5 per cent of all CV registrations compared to 80.4 per cent in 1999 and 80.5 per cent in 1989.

· Relative stability in truck registration volume from 1998 to 2004, with an average annual volume of 54,077 ranging from a low of 51,791 and high of 56,312.
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Record December CV market





Annual, rolling year just short of 390,000 total.





Growth of 9.5 per cent over December 2003.





Growth in December again driven vans 1.8 to 3.5t gvw.








December up 11.3 per cent





4x4s drop 33.3 per cent.





LCV's to 1.8t down 17.3 per cent.   Year down 3.3 per cent.





Car-type pick-ups grow by 12.2 per cent.   Year down 3.8 per cent.





Heavy vans 2.6t-3.5t up 24.4 per cent in December and up 16.1 per cent for the year.





Truck registrations hold stable





Registrations stable at 56,312 units for the year.





Annual volumes likely to remain steady for short term.





December sees 10.1 per cent rise in trucks <15t and up 4.8 per cent for the year.
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